
Spotlight on Safety

Burn Safety
Many tasks in the workplace pose burn
hazards, such as performing electrical or
steam system work, welding, handling
chemicals, and working outdoors. In
2020 the Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) reported 11,840 thermal burns,
3,410 chemical burns, and 620 electrical
burns in the United States. It is important
to understand the burn hazards in your
work area so you can take the
necessary precautions to ensure your
safety.

Tips for Success
When Talking to Your Team

Preparation is Key: Keep the topic relevant.
Work with your team to review potential burn
risks in your work area and discuss how the
hazards can be avoided.

Stay Positive: Keep the focus on what can
be done to create a safe workplace instead of
focusing on what has gone wrong in the past.

Share a Story, Ask for a Story: Storytelling
is a powerful method to convey information.
Stories from your employees make the topic
even more Sheet (SDS ) before handling chemicals to

https://www.northwestern.edu/risk/environmental-health-safety/facility-safety/welding-cutting-and-brazing.html
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/facility-safety/hazard-communication.html
https://ameriburn.org/prevention/prevention-resources/#1642704880075-6c571537-5a0d
mailto:ehs@northwestern.edu
https://www.northwestern.edu/risk/risk-insurance/university-insurance-programs/workers-compensation/index.html
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